
the local commercial park TeGeCe. During 
that time approximately 60 per cent tradi-
tional raw material is going to be processed, 
with the aim of reducing this part to 30 
per cent and balancing the rest with organic 
and recycling plastics to serve the rising 
requests for materials with green footprints. 
Main customers are caterers from all indus-
tries, especially tourism and trade compa-
nies. Additionally, food-service-concepts 
developed by NPP are to be used in hospi-
tals and supermarkets. NPP also takes aim 
at upcoming markets in Eastern Europe. The 
next step is to build an own production hall 
located near the motorway A12. A green-
field site has already been purchased.

The Belgian company NPP NEW product-
packlab GmbH is preparing for start of pro-
duction of plastic products for the food 
industry in Frankfurt (Oder). Therefore, the 
company will invest around EUR 8.5 million. 
The city ranked first in a competition pro-
cess with other cities in Germany and  
Europe. “Decisive for Frankfurt (Oder) were 
the close cooperation, the speedy decisions 
and the reliability of the statements of the 
local government and the regional business  
development institutions during all stages of 
our investment”, said Wim Michielsen, mana-
ging director of NPP in Frankfurt (Oder). For 
the first phase, the company will start its 
production in an interim production hall in 

New factory for plastics production in Frankfurt (Oder)

The first high-tech machines for the production of plastic products like catering dishes have arrived and are now being precisely adjusted by 
NPP plastics engineer Marek Lewandowicz. According to factory manager Wim Michielsen, approximately one million items are going to be 
produced in the interim factory at commercial park TeGeCe in Frankfurt (Oder). 

Technical enthusiasts took the rare opportunity to visit together 
with their families the local energy company VEO and the gigantic 
steam turbine boiler in the new “block 7“ of the plant.

As a result of the installation of new ultra-
modern facilities in the power plant of Vul-
kan Energiewirtschaft Oderbrücke (VEO), the 
supply of the city of Eisenhüttenstadt and 
the local steelworks of ArcelorMittal with 
electric energy and long-distance heating 
is ensured for the future. VEO invested EUR 
55.5 million in a new block-unit power stati-
on with a total capacity of 56 MW. The new 
block-unit is used for burning metallurgical 
gas, a waste product of the steelworks, and 
converting it into steam. Later on, the 
steam drives the gigantic turbines which 
again generate power for the steelworks. 
Overcapacities will be supplied to the power 
system of the city.  www.veo-eh.de

More energy for industry

Fotolia, 
Investor Center Ostbrandenburg GmbH,
Kuhnert Medien,  
Niklas Kroh/IHP 

To stimulate the tourism between the State 
of Brandenburg on the German site of the 
river Oder and the voivodeship Lubuskie as 
the Polish counterpart is the aim of the cur-
rently implemented EU incentive programme 
“River Oder for tourists 2014“. Therefore, two 
passenger ships named “Zefir“ and “Laguna“, 
with a length of 25 metres and a capacity 
of 90 passengers each, have been built 
with the help of EU-funding. At first, the 
ship “Zefir“ went on its maiden voyage from 
Krosno Odrzanskie (PL) to Eisenhüttenstadt. 
Afterwards, it continued the trip to Frank-
furt (Oder) and Slubice.

 www.oder2014.de

Chancellor welcomes young scientists in Berlin Oder-Shipping started 

Young researchers have been welcomed  
during this year’s “Jugend forscht” award 
ceremony, a German competition for young 
scientists, by Germany’s Federal Chancellor 
Angela Merkel in the German chancellery. 
Amongst the guests, Niklas Kroh, appren-
tice at IHP – Innovations for High Perfor-
mance Microelectronics Frankfurt (Oder) and 
Pascal and Florian Berthold, both students 
at Gauß High School Frankfurt (Oder). The 
three researchers became 5th in the contest 
with their project “Micro-structured elec-
trodes for fuel cells”. A patent application 
was filed for this project.

 www.ihp-microelectronics.com

Proud to be welcome in the German chancellery: Pascal and Florian 
Berthold from Gauß High School Frankfurt (Oder), Angela Merkel, 
Federal Chancellor of Germany and Niklas Kroh from IHP – Innova-
tions for High Performance Microelectronics Frankfurt (Oder). (f.l.t.r.) Growth Area News 2/2013
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The Investor Center Ostbranden-
burg gives you helping hands on all 
matters related to investments in 
the growth area of Frankfurt (Oder)/
Eisenhüttenstadt – free-of-charge, 
professionally and in strict confidence.

First-class conditions for business and families 

Contact:
Investor Center Ostbrandenburg GmbH
Im Technologiepark 1
15236 Frankfurt (Oder)/Germany
Phone: + 49 335 557 1300
Telefax: + 49 335 557 1310
info@icob.de, www.icob.de 

Need more information?

• �	 Fully-developed industrial areas, including sites for large-scale projects

• �	 Prices on industrial estates from 10 euros/m²

• �	 Multiple redundancy electricity supply for 380 kV, 110 kV or 20 kV

• ��	 High-pressure and medium-pressure gas lines (84 bar or 4 bar) 

• �	 High-capacity water supply and waste water disposal (installed capacity 	 		
	 approx. 500 –750 m³/h).

• �	� Direct motorway connection (A12/E39), rail connection via Terminal for Combined 

Transport Frankfurt (Oder), harbour connection at inland port Eisenhüttenstadt

• 	 Trade tax coefficient: 380% to 400%

• 	� Target-1-Area of the EU: 30% to 50% of investment costs as cash-inventives

• 	� Credit sureties and subsidies for R&D projects

• 	 Established educational institutions (European University Viadrina, 
	 Sixth Form College, bbw, DAA, Gauß High School etc.)

• 	 Sophisticated business and research competence 

• 	� Proven family-friendliness, numerous kindergartens 

• 	 Comprehensive cultural and recreational opportunities (Kleist Forum, 
	 Brandenburg State Orchestra, Friedrich-Wolf-Theatre, cabaret, trade fairs) 

• 	 Plethora of lakes and forests, dense network of cycle paths and waterways 

• �	 Express trains to Berlin every 30 minutes

• �	 Airport Berlin (SXF/BER) reachable by car in 45 minutes

A modern and attractive region with huge future potential awaits companies, 
employees and families in the growth area of Frankfurt (Oder)/Eisenhüttenstadt:



The second construction phase of the North-
connection in Eisenhüttenstadt has been 
successfully completed. The new road bet-
ween the industrial area at the Oder-Spree-
Cannel, which is also home to Europe’s 
largest paper mil l for cor rugated base 
paper, will keep away the truck traffic from 
Eisenhüttenstadt’s city centre. The industrial 
area and the inland port of Eisenhüttenstadt 
now have a faster transport connection to 
the federal highway B112 and to the motor-
way A12. About 6,000 vehicles are supposed 
to use the new connection every day.
 
 www.eisenhuettenstadt.de

North-connection opened

The new part of the building of IHP – Innovations for High Performance Microelectronics in Frankfurt (Oder) has a capacity of 74 
new working stations. Until now, research and development of innovative solutions of silicon based systems, ultra high frequency 
circuits and technologies for application areas such as wireless and broadband communication, aerospace, biotechnology & medicine, 
automotive, security and automation is conducted by more than 300 employees from 22 countries at the site.

An employee is checking and cleaning a used mobile phone in the headquarters of WIRKAUFENS in Frankfurt (Oder). The compa-
ny focuses on the millions of technical devices, which were fallen out of use by the consumers but kept stored in their drawers. 
WIRKAUFENS strategy is to buy, refurbish and resell used but working technical equipment via Internet. Numerous awards are evidence 
of the company’s success (e.g. Future prize of the State of Brandenburg, Website Award Berlin, Landmark in the Land of Ideas 2012).

Microelectronics and biotechnology grow 
stronger together: Technical University 
Berlin and Leibniz institute IHP – Inno-
vations for High Performance Microelec-
tronics in Frankfurt (Oder) founded the 
“Joint Lab Bioelectronics”, a common 
interdisciplinary research laboratory. The 
“Joint Lab Bioelectronics” serves as a  
cooperation unit of microelectronics and 
biotechnology, aiming to enhance the 
potential which arises from the use of 
microelectronics in the biotechnological 
fields. The progressive miniaturization in 
microelectronics linked with the possibi-

WIRKAUFENS (Eng: We‘ll buy it!) – one of 
the most interesting start-ups throughout 
Germany continues its success made in 
Frankfurt (Oder). By now, more than 100 
employees from Germany, Poland, Spain, 
France, Portugal, Brazil, Great Britain and 
Belarus work for the internationally active 
company. Besides Germany, the purchase 
of used technical devices was expanded 
to Austr ia, Spain and Poland. “Pract i-
cally, we have almost every country in 
Europe on our list and we will continue 
our internationalization in the next years”, 
said Christian Wolf, founder of the compa-

IHP and TU Berlin founded “Joint Lab Bioelectronics” WIRKAUFENS obtained IT Innovation Award 2013

ArcelorMittal: Eisenhüttenstadt retains good position

In spite of the incessant competition on 
the European steel market, ArcelorMittal 
Eisenhüttenstadt (AMEH) takes a positive 
stock for the first six months of 2013. 
The company shows a good capacity utili-
zation in the production of flat steel and 
premium-quality steel sheets, similar to 
the company records of 2007. The steel 
sheets are mainly used by European car 
manufacturers e.g. Volkswagen. The tra-
ditional steelworks in Eisenhüttenstadt, 

which was established in 1950, today em-
ploys around 2,600 workers. It also profits 
from the Europe-wide restructuring of the 
ArcelorMittal group and scores particular-
ly with a good cost balance as an indus-
try ocation. This enables AMEH to invest 
in new infrastructure in the next years, 
amongst others the renewal of boiler 
plants for approximately EUR 20 million.
 
 www.arcelormittal-ehst.com

Presumably until June 2014, new companies can be supported for 
investments in the growth area of Frankfurt (Oder)/Eisenhüttenstadt 
with the highest financial investment promotion available in Europe. 
New investors can secure themselves up to 50% of the eligible costs.

The availability of qualified personnel is one of the reasons for 
Communigate to expand its site in Frankfurt (Oder). Other service 
companies like Deutsche Telekom and AXA also operate call centres 
successfully in Frankfurt (Oder).

Companies which decide for new research, 
ser v ice or product ion fac ilit ies in the 
growth area of Frankfur t (Oder)/Eisen-
hüttenstadt have good chances to further 
prof it f rom the highest investment pro-
motion throughout Europe. While other 
German states already ran out of money for 
investment promotion in the current fun-
ding period, the money in Brandenburg is 
estimated to last until June 2014. During 
the last funding period, more than EUR 5.7 
billion have been handed out to support 
new investments in the State of Branden-
burg only. www.ilb.de

Highest financial support 

Due to new work orders and as a result of the 
satisfaction with the overall quality of the 
site, the communication service company 
Communigate is further growing in Frank-
furt (Oder). By hiring 75 new employees, the 
company will prospectively employ a total of 
225 workers at the end of 2013. Two floors 
of the Oderturm, the highest office tower in 
the State of Brandenburg, accomodate there
fore Communigate’s new offices. Core busi-
ness of Communigate is third-party customer 
support for credit-card companies on behalf 
of banks and of f ice services for a major  
power company. www.communigate.org

Communigate on the rise

lity to integrate more and more features in 
decreasing microchips, has opened up new 
possibilities for monitoring biotechnolo-
gical processes and medical diagnostics. 
Researchers of IHP currently developed 
an innovative biosensor which can be 
implanted under human skin, to ease the 
monitoring and controlling of the blood 
sugar level of diabetics. The new research 
laboratory additionally concentrates on 
microelectronics applications to be used 
in bio-reactors.

 www.ihp-microelectronics.com

ny. “It is important to mention, that 
the headquarters will stay in Frankfurt 
(Oder) and consequently new jobs will 
be created on-site.” This development 
also convinced the German Initiative 
Mittelstand, which recently awarded 
the company with the IT Innovation 
Award 2013. This award honours com-
panies with innovative IT solutions 
which generate great utility within 
medium-sized companies. WIRKAUFENS 
was selected into the top group out of 
more than 4,900 applicants.
 www.wirkaufens.de

Getgoods.de AG continues rapid growth 

Getgoods.de AG, a leading operator in the 
fast growing e-commerce market, reports 
a very successful development in the first 
half-year of 2013. The company increased its 
turnover by 29,4% to EUR 224.4 million (first 
six months of 2012: EUR 173.4 million). For 
the business year 2013, the company cal-
culates a turnover of EUR 480-500 million. 

To reach this goal, the stock company 
expanded its offered product range 
continuously during the past years. 
Having started with selling technical 
devices, the company operates today 
also online platforms for toys, leisure 
activities, Do-It-Yourself materials or 
travel packages. www.getgoods-ag.de

The e-commerce company getgoods.de AG wants to continue its growth in Frankfurt (Oder). This was the clear statement of Markus 
Rockstädt-Mies (left), chairman of the board of getgoods.de AG during a company visit of Ralf Christoffers, Minister for Commerce and 
European Affairs of the State of Brandenburg (in the middle) and Dr. Martin Wilke (right), Lord Mayor of the City of Frankfurt (Oder).

The city of Frankfurt (Oder) has decided 
to foster continuously new industrial set-
tlements. Therefore, the city's parliament 
agreed to a land development plan and a 
land-use plan for a new industrial area sou-
th of the motorway A12. The area compri-
ses 450,000 sqm and is well located in all 
matters of infrastructure. The area meets 
demands of industrial companies referring to 
space requirements, road connection and ex-
pandability on-site. www.frankfurt-oder.de

New industrial area
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